Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.009 Å; R factor = 0.038; wR factor = 0.066; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.0. 
The title compound, [Pb 2 Zn 2 (C 22 H 18 N 2 O 4 ) 2 Cl 4 ]Á2C 3 H 7 NO, was synthesized using a step-by-step method and has a slipped sandwich configuration. The coordination environment of the Zn 2+ ion is distorted square-pyramidal and it is coordinated by N 2 O 2 of the Schiff base ligand and chloride; each Pb 2+ ion is coordinated by the four 6,6 0 -dimethoxy-2,2 0 -[o-phenylenebis(nitrilomethylidyne)]diphenolate (L) O atoms and two chloride ions. The Zn II Pb II dinuclear unit, through an inversion-symmetry operation, forms a tetrameric complex with double chloride bridges.
Related literature
For related literature, see: Karlin (1993) ; Korupoju et al. (2000) ; Lo et al. (2004) ; Ni et al. (2005) ; Sui et al. (2007); Ward (2007) .
Experimental
Crystal data 
Data collection
Bruker APEXII CCD area-detector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 2003) T min = 0.320, T max = 0.526 (expected range = 0. Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2004 ); cell refinement: SAINTPlus (Bruker, 2001); data reduction: SAINT-Plus; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: XP in SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: XP in SHELXTL.
Heterometallic complexes have been intensively studied owing to their unique physical and chemical properties (Ward et al., 2007 and Ni et al., 2005) . In addition, these compounds exist at the active sites of many metalloenzymes and play important roles in biological systems (Karlin, 1993) . It is necessary to extend the application of heterometallic compounds. Herein, a novel heterometallic tetranuclear (Zn II Pb II ) 2 compound has been obtained using step-by-step method and its structure is depcited.
The compound I is a tetranuclear neutral complex with a slipped sandwich configuration ( 
Experimental
The H 2 L ligand and complex ZnL was synthesized according to the literature (Lo et al., 2004; Sui et al. 2007 ). Synthesis of the compound I was obtained by allowing the mixure of ZnL (0.088 g, 0.2 mmol) and PbCl 2 .2H 2 O(0.063 g, 0.2 mmol) to be refluxed in the DMF solution, cooled down to room temperature, then filtered, and suitable yellow crystals were obtained by slow evaporation of the filtrate at room temperature (yield: about 45%).
Refinement
All H-atoms bound to carbon were refined using a riding model with distance C-H = 0.93 Å, U iso = 1.2U eq (C) for aromatic atoms and C-H = 0.96 Å, U iso = 1.5U eq (C) for methyl atoms.
Figures Fig. 1 . A view of (I) with the atom-labelling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level, solvate DMF molecules are ommited for clarity.
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